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Freezing Rain /Haishi Yirong

Freezing rain, the earth's face swells and meets mine,
Spasms and sinks, my body is run over by mud
this time,

A realization hits, my middle age landslides.

A few jugs of hot wine, warm and golden with age,
Leaves' sentiments, cold air chatters incessant rage,

Many damp words mixed with snowflakes,
In a frozen Kkiss, a trivial truth on the forechead makes:

“The heart of winter melts in spring”

Whose grand ceremony tonight, who will wear
the wedding ring?

One gleaming like crystal-clear ice,

One soft as cotton, beaten like a quilt,

Are you the unique comet in Meteor Garden
Turning sleet sparse into a passionate departure?
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The Year’s Awakening

How do you know that the pilgrim track
Along the belting zodiac
Swept by the sun in his seeming rounds
Is traced by now to the Fishes’ bounds
And into the Ram, when weeks of cloud
Have wrapt the sky in a clammy shroud,
And never as yet a tinct of spring
Has shown in the Earth’s apparelling;

O vespering bird, how do you know,

How do you know?

How do you know, deep underground,
Hid in your bed from sight and sound,
Without a turn in temperature,
With weather life can scarce endure,
That light has won a fraction’s strength,
And day put on some moments’ length,
Whereof in merest rote will come,
Weeks hence, mild airs that do not numb;
O crocus root, how do you know,
How do you know?
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